
  

 

HENRY O. ADKINS, MPA,SWA is an Author, Inspirational Speaker, 

Musician, Watercolor Artist, College Professor and Public 

Administrator, who for the last twenty-five years has worked in 

Community and Human Services. Mr. Adkins believes that to work with 

community and humanity is the best work of all. Mr. Adkins is an 

advocate for the Homeless, low-income families, Children and Senior 

Citizens. He proclaims that by using common sense, success is 

unlimited.  
 

 

MONICA F. ANDERSON is a writer, speaker, serial entrepreneur and 

Doctor of Dental Surgery. She is a former lifestyle columnist for the Fort 

Worth Star-Telegram. She has lectured extensively to civic and 

corporate groups across the United States. She has also presented 

workshops internationally. She is the author of six books, including the 

Essence Best Seller “When A Sistah’s Fed Up” and her latest release, a 

critically acclaimed book on personal development, titled “Success Is A 

Side Effect.”  As an active journalist, she writes on a variety of topics 

ranging from movie reviews to dental materials. She is a mother of two 

and grandmother. She lives in Austin, Texas.  

 

 

 

 

CARMEN BECK lives in Mesquite, Texas where she is a wife, mother 

and servant of God.  She was employed by the City of Dallas for 21 years.  

She retired from the City as a Sergeant in the Security Division of 

Equipment and Building Services in 2010.  Carmen is currently working 

on her second book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ms. VICTORIA ELYONDA BROUSSARD is a resident of Georgetown, a 

member of the American Bar Association, and is licensed to practice law in 

all courts in the State of Texas. She was born in Port Arthur, Texas and as a 

child of military parents, she has lived abroad and throughout the United 

States. She possesses highly developed personal skills with a talent for 

gaining and building the confidence of others that is readily recognized. She 

graduated from The University of Texas, earning a Bachelor of Arts degree 

in Sociology. She received her Juris Doctorate from Texas Southern 

University, Thurgood Marshall School of Law, graduating with honors, and 

was a member of Law Review where she served as the Executive Editor. Ms. 

Broussard is the author of “Ashcroft v. Free Speech Coalition: Legislators 

Push for Policy Direction to Protect the Age of Innocence While the Court Turns a Deaf Ear” and 

received numerous scholarships and awards during her law school tenure. Ms. Broussard’s 

convictions and heart for survivors of childhood sexual abuse led her to create B’yond the Unveiling, 

a nonprofit organization dedicated to eradicating childhood sexual abuse. The organization will 

provide comprehensive services for survivors whose lives have been derailed by undisclosed and 

unresolved childhood sexual abuse. B’yond the Unveiling seeks to provide a safe place for survivors 

to engage in open, continual, and non-judgmental dialogue, which we believe is paramount to overall 

healing and restoration. 

 

 DEONDRIEA CANTRICE both as a dynamic speaker and 

celebrated author has impacted many multifaceted audiences 

throughout the country with her life-changing message and award-

winning programs. Deondriea is an expert at transforming 

organizations and individuals by inspiring them to live their lives at a 

higher level of purpose. A single mother at the age of 14, Deondriea 

overcame teen parent stereotypes, realized she was capable of being 

much more than a statistic, and saw her future in a positive light. 

Earning a bachelor’s in communications with a minor in psychology 

and an emphasis in conflict management, Deondriea never gave up on her dreams. She has since 

graduated from several leadership programs. Deondriea has become certified in Six Sigma Green 

Belt, customer service training, and stress and time management, becoming an expert on 

personal branding, communications, writing, and motivation. Audiences connect with Deondriea 

through her interactive style and approachable manner. Her deeply profound insight and 

perspective coupled with her vivacious presentations have made her a highly sought after 

speaker. Deondriea has a special talent for easily connecting with her audience, creating 

immediate feelings of trust and integrity. She greets everyone she meets with a smile and 

endeavors to have a positive impact on everyone she encounters through effective 

communication, veracity, and affirmative interaction. She believes that, “with direction and 

discipline, accomplishment is attainable.” She is the author of several books, including Rhythm 

Can’t Keep Time, Sometimes Love Just Ain’t Enough; When Emotions Lie; You! Branding 

Yourself for Success; and Tiptoes, Steel-Toes and Stilettos. She is a columnist for Speakit News 

and Rollingout.com, host of the popular catch the Rhythm podcast, and has been named as a 

finalist for the Stiletto Woman in Business Award (SWIBA) for the 2014 Author of the Year. 



 

A’MERA FRIEMAN was raised in a small farming community 

outside of a small country town called Cameron, TX. Her family 

history is French, Spanish, Native American, African American, 

Caucasian, and Jewish. At eleven years old, Frieman began taking 

care of her mother and the household when her mother became 

disabled from rheumatoid arthritis. Despite her situation at home, 

A’Mera faced racial discrimination, bullying, economic hardships, 

and other challenges with determination and a smile. She became a 

member of the National Junior Honor Society and earned many 

awards academically. With the continued help of empathetic faculty and family members and a 

strong faith in God, Frieman graduated C.H Yoe High School in 1995 with the Advanced High 

School Program, a National Honor Society membership, and received numerous awards and 

scholarships. Frieman graduated from Dallas Baptist University in 2010 with a BAS in Criminal 

Justice and Business. Currently, Frieman lives in Garland, Texas with her supportive husband, 

Zach, and their blended and diverse children, Angelise, Austin, Alacea, Hunter, Andrew, and 

Ariane.  

 

 MONICA HATLEY-CARR grew up in Gurdon, Arkansas. It was there she 

learned how to appreciate the value of a good education through examples 

given by her mother and father. With the combination of her mother’s 

creative talents and her father’s sense of business, she was able to inherit the 

know-how to use her talents in every career she has been in, which ranges 

from news producer to public relations. Once she moved to Las Vegas, 

Nevada, with her husband, she became a substitute teacher to elementary 

school children. While teaching, she found a beautiful thing that differed 

from any job she’d held in her whole life—happiness. It made her smile to help students mold 

their futures. That’s why she decided to finish writing the book I Love the Color Pink! The 

Adventures of Laci Macasey. Her niece, Laci of DeSoto, Texas, wrote a small book on how 

much she loved the color pink when she was in the third grade, which inspired the story you hold 

in your hands at this moment. “This is only the beginning of many adventures for Laci Macasey, 

and I’m looking forward to taking this journey with all children across the world.” —Monica 

Hatley-Carr. 

 

 

 

 



VANESSA HOLLIS/TEARDROPS PUBLISHING, a self-inspired 

entrepreneur and burgeoning young author, born and raised in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma, has always had a dream of writing stories. The oldest of 7 

sisters and 2 brothers, Vanessa and a former First Runner-Up of the Ms. 

North Tulsa pageant, she showed early signs of creativity through 

drawing and directing self-written stage plays by creating stories from an 

over active imagination. Vanessa worked 11 years in the insurance 

industry before deciding to move to Austin, Texas, where her literary 

journey found its start.  She established her company, Teardrops Publishing during that time; 

because her life motto is “You have to think bigger than yourself”.  Hence her newest adventure 

Mocha City Café and Books. She completed her first self-published novel, LOVE IN MY 

TEARDROPS in 2005, and having more to say; continued the story with a sequel titled WHEN 

MY TEARS CRY.  With zeal to hone her craft, Vanessa is in the process of completing her 

Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Management from Kaplan University, where being on 

the Deans Honor Roll was no stranger to her.  

 

 

TYFFANY HOWARD, JD, follows her heart in life and in love. 

Inspiring clients, family and friends through her coaching motto, LIVE 

EXTRAORDINARY!, Tyffany lives the example of all she knows: 

LIVE EXTRAORDINARY.Born and reared in Austin, Texas, Tyffany’s 

love of learning earned her a bachelor’s degree in communication arts 

and sciences from the University of Southern California in Los Angeles, 

followed by a master’s degree in international relations from the 

University of San Diego. After a freezing cold winter at William 

Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul, MN, Tyffany returned to Texas, completing her law studies 

at the University of Houston Law Center, graduating in 1997 with a Doctorate of 

Jurisprudence.Ordinarily, one would go straight into the practice of law. Tyffany, instead, 

devoted herself to realizing her childhood dream: to be a “movie star.” She studied acting, and 

after extra roles in several well-known movies, and a cable series, she decided she had avoided 

practicing law long enough. She served as a prosecutor in various Texas counties, as well as a 

Deputy City Attorney in Temple, TX. Always believing she could do anything her mind 

conceived, she ran for Bell County, Texas Judge — campaigning as a Democrat in a majority 

Republican community. Tyffany knew that the loss of the election was a true blessing and the 

Divine Spirit expressing its infinite love for her. She recognized that the next LIVE 

EXTRAORDINARY discovery was emerging. As she models LIVE EXTRAORDINARY, she 

discovered her true joy is being a motivational speaker. From commencement speeches to 

D.A.R.E. graduates, to the Temple NAACP Senior Banquet guests with her inspiring speech, 

“God’s Greatest Miracle,” she motivates, inspires and uplifts others. 



 
ALYSSIA JOHNSON is a young inspirational poet who always has a 

smile on her face. Alyssia was involved in a tragic car wreck when she 

was only 4 years old. As a result of the car wreck, Alyssia now uses 

crutches or a wheelchair for her mobility needs. Alyssia also some 

memory and fine motor skills impairments. But, nonetheless, Alyssia 

graduated with honors from Kimball High School. She also has attended 

El Centro Community College. She is a motivational speaker and author. 

Alyssia lives independently in her own apartment in Duncanville, TX. 

Alyssia has not allowed any of the obstacles that have been placed 

before her hinder any of her lofty goals and ambitions. 

 

WARREN G. LANDRUM, JR. was born in East Chicago, Indiana. 

He grew up and was raised there until he went off to college to Purdue 

University, from which he graduated with a degree in Information 

Systems and Computer Programming. He later received a B.S. in 

Management from the University of Phoenix. He served in the U.S. Air 

Force, both at home and abroad. It was during that time that he first 

became exposed to overseas travel, a passion that he would pursue at 

every opportunity. Warren is a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., the first Black Greek 

Letter Fraternity and is also the author of four published books  - “The Heart & Soul of a Black 

Man,” “Let’s Go Home to Indiana Harbor: Reflections From Mid-Town America,”  “Texas 

Politics – Grand Prairie Style: Campaign 2013.” And the latest one, “Stroke of Grace: The 

Juaquin Hawkins Story,” the autobiography of former NBA and Houston Rockets basketball 

player Juaquin Hawkins, which he co-wrote with Mr. Hawkins.Warren and his beautiful wife 

Carol recently celebrated their 26
th

 Wedding Anniversary and are the proud parents of one 

daughter, Suzette, one Lhasa Apso, Niko and a soon-to-be-born (August 2014) granddaughter – 

Mia. 

 

DAEZEL MAE born on the island of Galveston, Texas now 
resides in the Dallas/Fort Worth area where she earned an 
Associates and Bachelor’s degree in business arts from 
Northwood University Texas Campus. Daezel Mae is an up 
and coming neo soul poet, who takes her everyday life 
encounters as inspiration for her art. A PEACE of Mind is the 
first of many expressions to be shared with the world. A 

PEACE of Mind is experience of short poems from the view of a single urban thirty 
something woman. It touches on family, kids, relationships, sex, love, pain, joy, and 
motivation. Pick any situation or emotion and it is covered. A PEACE of Mind is an 
emotional rollercoaster that is well worth the ride. 



 
 

A Million Thoughts Publishing is the brainchild of national bestselling 

author N'TYSE, who started the Dallas based publishing company in 2006. 

Now affiliated with a growing enterprise, AMTP looks to introduce readers 

to the new voices in African American literature.   

 

 

 

 

 

DIANE REEDER is a writer, editor, playwright and business owner with more 

than 30 years of experience providing a range of communications, event and 

strategic planning services to clients. She has edited and assisted more than 20 

authors in publishing ventures (self-publishing and traditional publishers, including 

Moody Press, Kregel Publishing and Parker Books, with more than a quarter-million 

books that she has edited or packaged sold to date). Categories include children’s, 

fiction, autobiography, political commentary, inspiration, motivational, and career 

development. 

 

SHANIQUA RISCHER was born and raised in Dallas, TX, and is the 

youngest of three children.  Her father was an educator and she grew up in a 

family where education was emphasized as the foundation for success.  At 

the age of 22, Shaniqua dedicated her life to Christ and has been on a quest 

for a closer relationship with God ever since that time.   While on a mission 

trip to Kenya in 2009, her global vision was formed to impact others.  As a 

result, At The Cross Global Ministries was born.  Shaniqua shares her experiences and lessons 

of faith in a direct and open manner, full of compassion, challenge and optimism. Currently, Ms. 

Rischer serves as the Executive Director of At The Cross Global Ministries and dedicates her 

life to being the hands and feet of Christ. Shaniqua holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree from The 

University of Texas at Austin and a Master of Arts Degree in Christian Education from Dallas 

Baptist University. 

 

http://atthecrossministries.org/


 

 

Loved by many especially the children, she has become known as the woman 

with a built in microphone. KWINI SOULEIMANE is a woman full of 

passion, and life- it shows through her writings. She was reared in a small 

North East Texas town by her parents and great grandmother. One thing that 

stands out about this author is her determination to live and enjoy life to it's 

fullest. Years ago Kwini under went a healing of her body naturally of tumors 

in her legs and arms, she embarked on a journey to uncover the mysteries that 

plague our body and why. Her story and how she did it is written in the book 

Healing Yourself is a Gift. As a dramatic poetess her poems reflect upon the 

past, present and future experiences of Black African American struggles as you will read in 

Expression of the Soul.  

 

 

 

ARQUILA A. TODD, a graduate of Auburn University, an Air Traffic Controller 

for 23 years and a mentor with Big Brothers Big Sisters for 18 years, Arquila’s 

passion is for ministry. Her three books: My Testimony: How God Used the Pain 

of My Dating Relationship to Get My Attention and Had Me Return to Him, The 

Brain Washing of Black America: How God Helped Me Overcome, and DATE 

SMART: Practical Biblical Dating Lessons For All The Single Ladies, attest to her 

care and concern for her community. Her mission is to educate and protect. For 

wisdom repulses a mighty and vicious predator determined to plunder one of his or 

her treasures and to ravish and enslave. Her writings teach men to take a stand for 

the protection and stability of the family. Her purpose is to turn false hope for a 

successful relationship from a lack of training and knowledge into successful 

unions. With wisdom an individual endures because she is fully protected. She cannot afford to be 

otherwise.  Often an individual will jeopardize her welfare. Arquila hopes to prove that each individual 

can succeed in relationships with the right study. Her teachings, based on the Word of God, establish 

confidence, good judgment and honorable behavior. What knowledge do you have of the ways of 

relationship? An individual must acquire for themselves relationship wisdom. Arquila consults, speaks for 

workshops, conferences, mediates disagreements, and assist in establishing resources for singles 

ministries. 

 

 

 



 KEITH THOMAS WALKER, known as the Master of Romantic 

Suspense and Urban Fiction, is the author of more than a dozen novels, 

including Fixin’ Tyrone, Dripping Chocolate and The Realest Ever.  Keith 

enjoys reading, poetry and music of all genres.  Originally from Fort 

Worth, he is a graduate of Texas Wesleyan University.  Keith was 

nominated for an Emma Award in 2010 for Debut Author of the Year.  In 

2012 Keith was the recipient of a BRAB Book Club Award for Male Author of the Year (for 

Harlot) as well as a SORMAG Award for Fiction Author of the Year.  In 2013 Keith was the 

recipient of a BRAB Book Club Award for Male Author of the Year (for Dripping Chocolate).  

Visit him at www.keithwalkerbooks.com. 

 

 

My name is SANDRA K. WILKERSON. I'm the third youngest of twelve 

children. I am married and the mother of seven children; two girls and five boys. 

I'm an active grandmother of seven wonderful grandchildren. I'm an active 

member in my church, Full Gospel Holy Temple World Headquarters Dallas, 

Texas. I was divinely inspired to write the Award winning book Memoirs of a 

Teenage Angel Comfort after the Storm of losing my DeeDee. It tells about my 

recovery after the tragedy of losing my beloved daughter. It is a testimonial of 

written accounts of what I experienced three months prior to and after her death, 

and how my family endured one of life's most difficult storms. Storms come in 

many forms but through the unfolding pages of my book, you will be able to read 

how you can obtain victory through them all. 

 

 
  

 

 

http://www.keithwalkerbooks.com/

